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I began sponsoring Sachini in October 2004, 
a few months after my fi rst visit to Sri Lanka. 
Apart from the desire to help poorer nations, the 
children I encountered had provided me with 
some special memories. 

Once, as I walked down the high street of Ella in the central 
highlands, young school children presented me with small fl owers 
– such a beautiful, spontaneous gesture. 

I had also been fortunate to chance upon a street festival on the 
way to Kandy and was captivated by the enthusiasm and skill of the 

young dancers. Having spent time in Asia on 
many different occasions, it just felt right to 
give something back to the children.

My letters to Sachini continue to delight 
her. I write about Australian wildlife, the 
national parks and the beach lifestyle here in 
Sydney’s northern beaches. She asks after 
my family and hobbies. 

I enjoy looking for books that will teach 
her about Australia and help improve her 
English. My replies from her are written by 
her mother Nimali. 

As I do not have children of my own the 
letters are particularly moving. They continue 
to give me insights into her day-to-day life 
– her school work, family celebrations and 
personal wishes. 

Seven months after my fi rst letter, I was 
about to meet Sachini face-to-face. In 
a trip organised by ChildFund and their 
head offi ce in Colombo, Sri Lanka, my 
meeting with Sachini took place at the 
Kirinda Community HQ, a short drive from 
Tissamaharama where I was staying. 

The country was just getting over the worst 
of the tsunami devastation and refugee 
camps had been built around the small 
community. I planned to visit some of these 
camps after seeing Sachini. 

I was picked up from my guesthouse at 10 
in the morning by ChildFund staff. We drove 
for twenty minutes to the small village where 
Sachini, her mother and Kirinda Community 
project staff members were waiting for me at 
the headquarters. 

When I saw Sachini, I recognised her 
instantly from the photos she had sent me. 
She was dressed beautifully in white, had a 
braid through her hair and smiled excitedly.

She bowed and presented me with a handful 
of betel leaves – a traditional Sri Lankan 
greeting. There was a welcome sign hanging 
on the door of the offi ce. It was a humbling 

moment – I felt more like a member of the family than a tourist. 

We went inside the ChildFund offi ce and were treated to a variety 
of food. As we all sat around the table, my translator helped Sachini 
and I get to know one another. Sachini showed much curiosity and I 
soon realised that our one day together was not going to be enough.

Sachini lives with her mother and grandparents in a stone house 
with smooth mud walls, sparsely furnished and surrounded by 
paddy fi elds, where the family practices shifting cultivation in the 
small village of Kirinda on Sri Lanka’s south coast. 

Sachini’s father had abandoned them and left her mother to rely on 
her work in a garment factory to make ends meet. 
I was humbled by their welcome and offerings – a spread of fruit and 

Meeting the photos 
SPONSOR: Warren Field is the assistant art director at Australian Geographic.

CHILD: Sachini is seven years of age and lives in the village of Kirinda in Sri Lanka.
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About sponsored visits:
• To read more sponsor visit stories, visit 
 www.childfund.org.au/visits

• If you would like to visit your sponsored child,  
 please contact our Sponsor Relations Team on 
 1800 023 600 around three months prior to your  
 departure.

Kids’ World

Competition
Find out more about ChildFund’s work with children 
and communities in Asia, Africa and Latin America. 

Answer all fi ve questions correctly to go in the draw 
to win a fantastic prize. You’ll fi nd all the answers in 
this issue of ChildWorld.  

Congratulations to Tannah Gould, who won the Kids’ 
World competition in our Autumn issue.

Email your answers to competitions@childfund.org.au

Open to children under 17. Competition closes 
1 September 2006.

The winner will be announced in Kids’ World: 
www.childfund.org.au/kids-world 

2.
Unimix is being distributed to 
children in Kenya affected by the 
drought. What is Unimix?

1.
How many Child Centred Spaces 
is ChildFund operating in camps in 
East Timor?

3.
What type of fi sh are being 
harvested by people living in the 
Central province of PNG?

cakes specially made for the occasion. I presented Sachini with gifts 
of balls, pencil crayons and drawing books. 

Sachini’s niece and aunt also arrived from a neighbouring house and 
I photographed them playing together. Then Sachini and I played 
ball and I felt our time together was going really well.

We went to Sachini’s school, where I was presented to her teacher 
and classmates. The teacher showed me her school report and 
Sachini found some of her paintings and proudly held them out for 
me to admire. 

The day came to a close with a rousing performance by the children 
of traditional Sinhala and Tamil song and dance. It was a spectacular 
day.

As I said my goodbyes to Sachini and her family I was already 
thinking of my next trip to Sri Lanka. I believe I had started 
something very special, not just for Sachini but also for myself. 

Her letters continue to come to my door here in Sydney and she 
keeps me up-to-date on all the important events in her life. She 
knows all about mine too. I still have those betel leaves pressed 
between the pages of my Sri Lankan guidebook.

4.

5.

Who is the president of the Mallaru 
Muttugul children’s club in the 
village of Reddiyarpettai?

What is the traditional item that 
Sri Lankan’s give their guests as a 
welcome gift?
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